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THE     LURE     OF     "  MORMONISM. 
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Ten  thousand  people 
may  be  crowded  into  the 
great  Tabernacle  in  Salt 
Lake  City,  and  twenty- 
five  hundred  into  the 
adjoining  Assembly  Hall. 
Twice  a  year,  at  the 
General  Conferences  of 
the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter  -  day 
Saints,  the  "  Mormon  ': 
Church,  these  buildings 
are  filled  to  capacity,  and 
the  human  overflow,  ris- 
ing to  five  or  ten  thous- 
and, gather  in  open-air 
meetings  on  the  ten-acre 
Temple  block. 

Drawn  by  the  faith 
within  them,  professional 
men,  tradesmen,  farmers 
and  labourers,  the  mil- 
lionaire  and   the   needy. 


By  Dr.  John  A.  Widtsoe. 


from  far  and  near,  from 
the  United  States  and 
beyond  the  sea,  jostle  one 
another  as  they  listen  to 
the  simple  service  of 
prayer,  singing  and  ex- 
temporaneous speaking. 
Fully  as  many  men  as 
women  attend  the  meet- 
ings, whether  on  Sunday 
or  week-day.  The  services 
are  broadcasted,  but  the 
attendance  has  not  dim- 
inished with  the  coming 
of  radio;  instead,  as  the 
churches  and  homes 
throughout  "  Mormon- 
dom  "  "  listen  in,"  a  tre- 
mendous unseen  audience 
has  been  added. 

These  unparalleled  re- 
ligious gatherings,  in- 
creasing    annually,     are 


DR,       JOHN       A.       WIDTSOE. 


Read  Cumorah's  Southern  Cross  thoroughly.     2/6  a  year.     18  Monthly  Issues  to  America  for  a 

Dollar  Bill. 


158 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  CROSS. 


;i  fair  index  to  the  vitality  inherent  in 
"  Mormonism."  After  one  hundred  years, 
under    ceaseless    opposition    and    trying 

economic  conditions,  the  Church  is  grow- 
ing more  rapidly  than  ever;  and  in  our 
most  enlightened  age,  it  holds  as  never 
before  the  intelligent  loyalty  of  its  mem- 
bers. To  thinking  people  the  cause  of 
such  vitality  is  the  most  interesting  ques- 
tion concerning  "  Mormonism,"  yet  one 
that  may  be  answered  simply. 

Every  member  of  the  Church  must  know 
for  himself  that  the  Gospel  is  true.  He 
must  be  personally  convinced  of  its  truth. 
A  priest  cannot  settle  the  matter  for  him. 
That  is  a  cornerstone  of  "  Mormon  "  faith. 
Therefore,  the  new  convert  is  urged  to  ask 
for  baptism  only  after  he  has  assured 
himself,  by  every  test  known  to  him,  of 
the  correctness  of  the  claims  and  teachings 
of  the  Church:  The  youth  born  into  the 
Church  is  asked  to  weigh  and  measure 
the  system  for  himself.  If  he  cannot 
accept  the  faith  of  his  fathers,  no  com- 
plaint is  made,  for  the  right  and  sanctity 
of  free  agency  is  the  very  essence  of  the 
"  Mormon  "  structure.  Joseph  Smith,  the 
founder  of  "  Mormonism,"  set  the  example 
when  he  went  out  from  the  faith  of  his 
household  to  find  for  himself  the  truth 
of  churchly  claims,  and  by  a  series  of 
revelations  became  the  restorer  of  the 
Church  of  Christ.  There  was  no  emotional 
upheaval  in  the  conversion  of  Brigham 
Young.  Clear-headed,  loving  truth  and 
hating  error,  he  tested  the  new  Gospel 
until  he  was  thoroughly  convinced  of  its 
truth,  that  it  was  the  very  path  to  salva- 
tion. Then  only,  after  several  years  of 
investigation  did  he  enter  the  Church, 
with  no  prospect  of  the  preferment  which 
later  came  to  him.  The  hundreds  of 
thousands  who  have  joined  the  Church 
have,  in  the  main,  followed  the  same 
method.  Such  a  process  of  selection  has 
built  a  membership  of  personal  faith,  to 
whom  the  Gospel  is  the  living,  fiery  truth, 
the  biggest  thing  on  earth.  In  this  light, 
the  conference  crowds  perhaps  do  not  seem 
so  remarkable.  Three-quarters  of  a  mil- 
lion people,  convinced  beyond  doubt  that 
their  cause  is  right,  is  a  force  to  be  reck- 
oned with. 

Gospel  is  All  Truth. 
To  apply  all  tests  to  religion  implies 
that  it  must  accept  all  truth.    "  Mormon- 


ism "  indeed  does  declare  thai  the  Crospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  comprehends  all  truth, 
and  must  be  susceptible  of  receiving  all 
new  truth.  Those  who  accepi  it  must 
love  truth  above  all  else.  "The  glory  of 
God  is  intelligence,"  said  Joseph  Smith, 
and  he  added,  "  A  man  is  saved  no  faster 
than  he  gains  knowledge."  The  educa- 
tional desire  necessarily  awakened  by  such 
constant  teaching,  has  placed  "Mormon" 
communities  among  the  best  educated  in 
the  world.  They  have  more  high  school, 
college  and  university  students  among 
them  than  any  other  people  of  like  num- 
ber. Contrary  to  a  flood  of  misinforma- 
tion, "  Mormonism  "  thrives  best  in  the 
full  light  of  intelligence,  and  those  who 
are  convinced  of  its  truth  are  men  and 
women  of  trained  minds  as  well  as  willing 
spirits. 

The  Church  is  under  a  system  of  self- 
government,  well  adapted  to  an  intelli- 
gent] y  loyal  people.  ]NTo  priesthood  class 
is  in  the  Church.  Every  male  member  in 
good  standing  receives  the  Priesthood, 
with  authority  to  officiate  in  the  ordin- 
ances of  the  Gospel  and  the  offices  of  the 
Church.  The  lad  of  fourteen  is  ordained 
to  the  lesser  Priesthood ;  as  he  grows  in 
experience,  he  is  advanced  until  at  matur- 
ity he  can  serve  the  needs  of  his  commun- 
ity. Between  two  and  three  thousand 
young  men  and  women,  in  obedience  to 
the  command  to  go  out  and  preach  the 
Gospel  to  every  nation,  kindred,  tongue 
and  people,  fill  missions  abroad,  lasting 
two  years  or  more,  and  at  their  own 
expense.  An  incidental  result  of  this 
missionary  system  is  that  the  Latter-day 
Saints  are  probably  the  most  travelled 
people  on  earth.  The  Priesthood  so  held, 
the  Church  declares,  is  not  man-made,  but 
conferred  by  God,  and  possessed  of  divine 
authority  in  behalf  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

All  service  for  the  Church  is  voluntary. 
Hence,  administrative  officers  of  the 
Priesthood  are  not  paid  for  their  services. 
They  must  make  their  living  elsewhere. 
The  shoemaker  may  be  the  bishop  of  a 
community  of  a  thousand  souls ;  and  the 
banker  may  spend  an  evening  a  week  visit- 
ing the  members,  comforting  and  consult- 
ing them.  Nominations  for  offices  in  the 
Church  are  made  by  the  officers  of  the 
Priesthood,  but  must  be  sustained  by  the 
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vote  of  the  people.  Men  and  women  enjoy 
equal  franchise  in  the  Church  affairs.  No 
officer  is  above  the  sustaining  vote  of  the 
people.  The  President  of  the  Church, 
looked  upon  as  a  prophet,  seer  and  revela- 
tor,  is  sustained  by  the  vote  of  the  people 
twice  a  year.  Joseph  Smith,  himself,  was 
not  exempt  from  this  provision.  It  is  to 
the  credit  of  the  Church  leaders  that  they 
have  so  conducted  themselves  as  to  hold 
the  good-will,  confidence  and  faith  of  the 
people.  A  stranger  asked  Joseph  Smith 
how  he  managed  to  govern  his  people.  "I 
teach  them  good  doctrine  and  allow  them 
to  govern  themselves,"  was  the  answer. 
That  is  the  accepted  practice  of  the 
Church.  No  psychologist  is  needed  to 
point  out  the  strength  that  comes  to  any 
organizations,  every  member  of  which 
participates  in  the  work.  This  explains 
still  further  the  conference  crowds. 

Dikect  Answers  to  Vital  Questions. 
More  fundamental  in  explaining  "  Mor- 
monism  "  is  the  certainty  with  which  the 
Church  speaks  concerning  the  basic 
principles  upon  which  human  hopes  and 
conduct  rest.  Uncertainty  and  the  con- 
fused mind  travel  together;  certainty  and 
strength  are  as  blood  brothers.  The 
Church  gives  definite  and  clear  answers 
to  the  questions  that  trouble  the  soul. 
Whence  came  man?  He  lived  before  he 
came  upon  this  earth;  a  spiritual  being, 
begotten  by  God.  Why  is  man  on  earth? 
Because  God,  his  Father,  devised  a  plan, 
accepted  by  man  in  his  pre-existent  state, 
for  the  further  development  of  His  chil- 
dren, of  which  earth-life  was  a  part. 
Where  is  man  going?  Into  another  world, 
where  he  shall  continue  to  use  his  facul- 
ties and  experiences  with  joy  to  himself 
and  for  the  good  of  others.  What  is  the 
purpose  of  existence?  That  man  might 
have  joy.  What  is  the  directing  law  of 
existence?  Progression  or  growth;  to 
move  eternally  onward;  to  increase  for- 
ever. What  is  God  ?  A  personal  being ; 
the  Father  of  the  human  family.  What 
is  man  ?  A  son  of  God ;  begotten  by  God ; 
like  unto  Him,  though  it  be  only  as  the 
sunbeam  is  like  unto  the  sun.  May  God 
be  seen?  Yes.  Through  the  ages,  many 
have  so  testified ;  Joseph  Smith  saw  Him. 
There  is  no  quibbling  or  haggling  about 
these  issues;  no  metaphysical  moorlands; 
no  flabby-  conjectures  about  fundamentals. 


The  limits  separating  the  known  from  the 
unknown  are  recognized;  but,  also,  that 
out  of  the  pi'immbra  of  knowledge,  new 
truth  may  issue.  This  certainty  has 
claimed  and  holds  men  and  women  of 
strength.  Millions  of  harassed  doubters 
long  for  it.  Brigham  Young  voiced  the 
feeling:  "When  I  first  heard  Joseph  Smith 
preach,  he  brought  heaven  and  earth  to- 
gether; and  all  the  priests  of  the  day 
could  not  tell  me  anything  correct  about 
heaven,  hell,  God,  angels  or  devils ;  they 
were  as  blind  as  Egyptian  darkness. 
When  I  saw  Joseph  Smith,  he  took 
heaven,  figuratively  speaking,  and  brought 
it  down  to  earth,  and  he  took  the-  earth, 
brought  it  up,  and  opened  tip  in  plainness 
and  simplicity,  the  things  of  God ;  and 
that  is  the  beauty  of  his  mission."  The 
effect  of  such  certain  faith  is 'reflected  in 
*'''  Mormon  "  history.  Trust  fn  the  Lord's 
guidance  enabled  the  "  Mormon  "  Pion- 
eers to  settle  in  the  Great  American 
Desert,  to  conquer  it,  and  to  convert  it 
into  a  garden  spot.  Pushing  a  handcart 
across  the  burning,  sandy  plains  became 
easy  when  the  Lord  walked  by  the  side. 
Without  certain  faith  concerning  the  vital 
issues  of  life,  the  conference  crowds  would 
soon  thin   out  and  vanish. 

Practical  Doctrines. 

Coupled  with  such  doctrine  and  organ- 
ization are  practices  which  of  themselves 
lift  a  people  into  enduring  strength.  The 
"  Word  of  Wisdom  "  is  enjoined  upon  the 
people.  All  intoxicating,  narcotic  and 
unnaturally  stimulating  substances,  such 
as  alcoholic  beverages,  tobacco,  tea  and 
coffee,  are  not  to  be  used.  Meat  is  to  be 
eaten  sparingly;  grain  and  vegetables  and 
fruits  in  their  season  are  recommended: 
moderation  in  all  things  is  advised.  The 
Word  of  Wisdom,  given  in  1833,  complies 
with  modern  dietetic  findings.  The  ma- 
jority of  "  Mormons "  observe  these 
dietetic  rules ;  the-  others  obey  them  in 
part.  The  e'fect  is  marked.  The  average 
health  of  the  people  is  excellent ;  the  birth 
ra»'e  is  30  per  thousand  ;  the  death  rate. 
7.5  per  thousand;  and  the  span  of  life  has 
been  lengthened  out  several  years  beyond 
the  average.  A  "  Mormon  "  is  a  good 
insurance  risk. 

Such  teachings  extend,  of  course,  to  the 
moral  life.  Sex  impurity  is  placed  next 
to  murder.     Only  one  standard  of  virtue 


160 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTH KUN  CROSS. 


prevails.  The  man  must  be,  a-s  clean  as 
the  woman.  A  person  may  leave  the 
Church  and  foe  held  in  repute;  hut  moral 
turpitude  leaves  a  slain.  Marriage  is 
entered  into  for  lime  and  eternity:,  there- 
tor."  with  a  deep  appreciation  of  its 
sanctity.  Plural  marriage  in  the  days  of 
polygamy  (strictly  t'orhidden  by  the 
Church  since  1890)  was  a  sacred  contract. 
Relatively  few  breaches  of  the  moral  law 
fcccur.  The  marriage  raV  is  high,  14.5 
per  thousand;  and  the  divorce  rate  far 
below  the  average.  Prisons  in  "Mormon"' 
communities  have  disproportionately  few 
"  Morvnon  "   inmates. 

Religion  for  Daily  Life. 
The  teachings  of  the  Church  enter  into 
the  daily  lives  of  the  membership,  into 
every  act  of  life.  The  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  encompasses  all  of  life.  The 
Church  assists  in  the  solution  of  economic 
and  social,  as  well  as  spiritual  problems. 
Economic  welfare  is  conceived  as  based 
upon  honesty,  industry  and  thrift.  When 
circumstances  overwhelm  the  individual, 
the  Church  offers  suggestions  and  often 
direct  help.  In  the  early  days  in  the 
West,  especially,  did  the  Church  set  the 
pace  in  founding  settlements,  building 
irrigation  works,  establishing  industrial 
enterprises  and  providing  for  the  economic 
needs  of  the  settlers.  That  is  one  of -the 
most  fascinating  stories  of  history.  But, 
main  dependence  is  placed  upon  good  con- 
duct of  life  and  intelligent  use  of  oppor- 
tunities to  bring  the  people  into  economic 
safety.  There  are  few  poor  among  the 
Latter-day  Saints;  the  average  wealth  is 
high ;  70  per  cent,  own  their  homes ; 
occasionally  one  gathers  great  wealth,  but 
the  comforts  of  civilization  are  available 
to  all. 

This  condition  of  economic  well-being 
is  accompanied  by  unique  social  advan- 
tages. The  Church  is  divided  into  wards, 
each  comprising  from  five  hundred  to  a 
thousand  souls,  and  presided  over  by  a 
bishop  with  two  counsellors,  veritable 
fathers,  as  it  were,  to  the  flock.  The  law 
of  brotherhood  is  invoked  in  the  affairs 
of  the  ward.  All  the  members,  rich  and 
poor,  strong  and  weak,  gather  in  meetings, 
conferences  and  social  gatherings.  The- 
only  unhappy  man  is  the  one  who  cannot 
learn  to  love  and  enjoy  his  fellow  man. 
The   group   is   so   small  that   individual 


eoiulilioiis  and  needs  are  known;  help  is 
given  quietly  where  needed  and  sometimes 
publicly  when  the  whole  ward  turns  out 
to  help  a  family  in  distress.  But,  that  is 
another  story. 

These  and  other  conditions  help  explain 
the  "  Mormon "  vitality,  one  aspect  of 
which  are  the  vast  conference  gatherings. 

Well,  I  hear  someone  say,  the  "  Mor- 
mons "  are  a  perfect  people!  0,  no,  they 
are  human,  very  human.  But  on-e  hundred 
years  of  history  have  shown  that  "  Mor- 
monism  "  "  will  make  a  bad  man  good, 
and  a  good  man  better."  What  more  can 
be  asked? 


Did   the   Jews   come   from 
America? 

The  Story  of  Ruined  Cities. 


(Taken  from  "  Band  Dailv  Mail,"  Wed- 
nesday, October  12th,  1932.) 

With  regard  to  the  report  "  Did  the 
Jews  come  from  America  "  it  is  certain 
that  .there  is  a  definite  connection  between 
the  American  Indians  and  the  Jews,  and 
perhaps  this  letter  may  help  to  throw  some 
light  on  the  matter. 

Over  100  years  ago  a  translation  was 
made  of  engravings  on  certain  gold  plates 
found  in  a  hill  located  in  the  western 
part  of  New  York  State.  These  engrav- 
ings proved  to  be  a  record  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  American  continent  from 
600  B.C.  to  400  A.D. 

According  to  this  very  lucid  account, 
th?  inhabitants  are  descendants  of  a  group 
of  people  who  came  from  Jerusalem  in 
600  B.C.  They  landed  somewhere  m 
Central  America,  built  cities  there  and 
also  on  the  northern  continent. 

At  first  the  record  was  laughed  at,  and 
the  translator  was  scorned  and  persecuted 
for  his  work.  During  the  last  few  decades, 
however,  corroborative  evidence  of  the 
authenticity  of  the  record  has  centinually 
been  brought  to  light.  Runvzd  cities  are 
being-  found  along  the  route  claimed  to 
have  been  travelled  by  this  people,  writings 
which  have  characteristics  very  similar 
to  Egyptian  hieroglyphics,  architecture, 
monuments,  sculpture,  pottery,  and  so 
forth.  Besides  several  words  need  by 
American  Indians   seem  to  have  had  a 
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Jewish  origin. 

Referring  to  this  record,  Rabbi  Jerome 
Widisky,  of  Beth  Aaron  Temp-!e,  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  recently  said  that,  ""'taking 
the  book  as  a  whole,  as  to  h'-'-torv,  doctrine, 
proper  translation  and  use  oi'  words,  I 
should  say  that  it  is  eighty  per  cMit,  cor- 
rect." Rabbi  Widisky  has  jiu<  finished 
a  complete  translation  of  the  Talmud  and 
Jewish  code  into  the  English  IwRgsajge, 
a  work  which  is  being  printed  at'  the  cost 
of  over  half  a  million  dollars. 

Unfortunately  this  record,  which  is 
known  as  the  Book  of  Mormon,  is  most 
unpopular.  Still  those  who,  with  open 
and  unbiased  minds,  take  the  trouble  to 
read  it  cannot  fail  to  believe  in  ifo  truth- 
fulness and  genuineness. 

Mr.  Lee  points  out  that  although  the 
distance  between  Egypt  and  Palestine  is 
only  130  miles,  yet,  according  to  the  Bible, 
it  took  the  Israelites  40  years  to  get  there.' 
It  does  not,  however,  gay  that  they  took 
the  direct  route,  and  in  all  probability 
they  wandered  around  Arabia  and  Asia. 
This  would  agree  with  his  statement  thai 
manna  is  only  found  in  Central  Asia. 

The  account  of  a  flood  found  in  that 
very  old  Mexican  book  "  Popal  vun "  is 
more  likely  to  refer  to  the  one  spoken  of 
in  the  Bible  as  the  ancient  inhabitants, 
coming  originally  from  the  eastern  world, 
knew  of  this  happening. 


'The  growth  of  the  Church  has  not 
been  accomplished  by  the  idler,  the  fault- 
finder, the  whiner,  the  mentally  or 
physically  unclean,  but  by  the  industrious, 
the  faithful,  the  unselfish,  the  defenders 
of  its  principles,  be  they  poor,  well-to-do 
or  wealthy.  The  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
enters  into  the  everyday  life  of  every  one 
of  its  adherents."Elder  Reed  Smoot,  of 
the  Council  of  the  Twelve 

♦ 

"  If  you  must  make  mistakes,  it  will  be 
more  to  your  credit  if  vou  make  a  new 
one  each  time." 


Jews  Accepting   Christ 
by  Thousands. 


And  it  shall  come  to  pass  that  the  Jews 
which  are  scattered  also  shall  begin  to 
believe    in    Christ.     .     .     . 


This  declaration,  uttered  bj  an  Ameri- 

iu  prophet  six  hundred  years  before  the 
birth  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  is  being 
literally  fulfilled.  The  Jews  of  to-day — 
thyse  who  are  scattered — are  beginning  to 
believe  in  Christ. 

This  noble  people,  this  Cod-fearing  race, 
virile  it  has  for  centuries  given  occasional 
converts  to  the  Christian  cause,  to-day  is 
being  "  Christianized  "  by  the  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands,  and  in  the  last 
twenty-five  years  no  less  than  one  hundred 
forty  thousand  Jews  have  accepted  Christ. 

The  conversion  of  this  number  of  Jews 
to  faith  in  Jesus  the  Messiah  has  not  been 
a  winning  of  the  weak.  On  the  contrary, 
it  has  brought  into  Christianity  some  of 
the  finest  minds  of  the  age,  individuals 
of  high  rank  in  education,  in  the  arts,  in 
business. 

The  conversion  of  this  large  number  of 
Jews  to  the  cause  of  the  lowly  Nazarene 
has  been  one  of  the  miracles  of  the  present 
age,  just  as  the  rehabilitation  of  Palestine 
— their  homeland — is  another  marvellous 
work  and  a  wonder. 

To  Latter-day  Saints  this  conversion  of 
large  numbers  of  Jews  to  believe  in  Jesus 
as  the  Christ  is  filled  with  meaning,  al- 
though the  conversion  of  Jews  to  "  Mor- 
monism "  is  relatively  small  compared 
with  the  total  number  being  brought  to 
acceptance  of  Jesus.  This  conversion  is 
a  direct  fulfilment  of  prophecy.  It  is  a 
sign  of  better  times  for  Israel. 

The  conversion  of  Jews  has  been  dis- 
tinctly among  "  which  are  scattered,"  as 
seen  from  a  recent  report  of  Sir  Leon 
Levison,  president  of  the  World's  Hebrew 
Christian  Alliance,  who  after  a  personal 
investigation  of  the  subject  wrote : 

The  age  of  miracles  has  gone  by.  Ninety- 
seven  thousand  Jews  in  Hungary  alone 
accepted  the  Christian  faith  in  the  last 
quarter  century;  17,000  in  Vienna  alone;  in 
Poland,  35,000,  and  in  Bolshevic  Russia, 
60,000   Jews   became   Christians. 

We  also  found  Jews  turning  to  Christ  in 
Germany,  Sweden,  and  Denmark.  Not  a  few 
have  done  so  in  Great  Britain.  In  America 
a  careful  estimate  places  the  number  of 
Christians  of  the  Jewish  race  at  not  less  than 
20,000    adults. 

Pastor  Abraham  Silverstein,  superintend- 
ent of  the  Redeemed  Hebrew  Mission,  of 
Binghamton,  New  York,  discusses  the  wide- 
spread conversion  of  Jews  to  Christianity. 
After  speaking  of  the  number  converted  in 
Russia,  he  continues: 

Japan  has  four  tribes  of  Jews,  that  is,  an 
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entire  province  in  the  North,  who  keep  the 
seventh  day,  observe  "  Pessach  "  ( Easter) , 
circumcise  their  males,  and  worship 
'•  Jeshuah  Hamasiach  "  (Jesus  the  Christ). 
The  rest  are  scattered  almost  evenly  among 
America,  Germany,  France,  Italy,  and  the 
Balkans.  In  the  Balkans  it  was  my  own 
personal  privilege  to  establish  twenty-three 
churches  (congregations)  all  operating  at 
the  present  time,  where  I  baptized  many 
Hebrews. 

224,000  Jews  Accept  Christ. 
The  Rev.  J.  F.  de  la  Roi,  a  careful 
statistician,  quoted  by  John  Stuart  Con- 
ning, of  New  York,  in  an  article  entitled 
"  Jews  Become  Christians/'  published  in 
fhe  Missionary  Review  of  the  World,  for 
December,  1931,  estimates  that  224,000 
Jews  during  the  nineteenth  century 
entered  the  Christian  churches  of  Europe 
and  America. 

One  of  the  most  amazing  features  of 
the  conversion  of  Jews  to  Christianity, 
has  been  the  enthusiasm  with  which  young 
Hebrew  scholars  have  entered  the  Chris- 
tian ministry  and  as  Jews  are  converting 
other  Jews  and  non-Jews  to  Christianity. 
According  to  the  most  recent  statistics  on 
the  subject,  there  are,  in  America  alone, 
700  ordained  preachers  occupying  pulpits 
in  Christian  churches,  all  of  whom  come 
from  Jewish  stock. 

These  ■  preachers  are  all  listed  as  mem- 
bers of  various  denominations.  There  are 
200  other  Jewish  ministers  of  the  gospel 
who  are  not  members  of  any  one  deno- 
mination, but  who  are  doing  Christian 
missionary  work  among  their  own 
brethren. 

A  similar  condition  prevails  in  Europe. 
According  to  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Epstein,  in 
the  book  The  Modern  Jew,  there  are  over 
250  Converted  Jews  or  sons  of  such, 
ordained  clergymen  in  the  Church  of 
England,  and  more  than  double  that  num- 
ber in  the  Noncomformist  bodies  in 
England  and  on  the  continent  of  Europe. 

Rev.  Epstein  further  says,  that  as  each 
Lord's  Day  comes  round,  the  gospel  is 
proclaimed  in  more  than  600  pulpits  of 
Europe  by  Jewish  lips.  Over  350  of  the 
recognized  ministers  of  Christ  in  Great 
Britain  are  stated  to  be  Hebrew  Christians. 

Statements  of  Prominent  Jews. 

Speaking  of  recent  converts,  Sir  Leon 

Levison    says,    "Among    the    men    and 

women  who  have  come  out  from  Jewry 

for  Christ  there  are  many  who  hold  uni- 


versity degrees,  doctors  of  law,  medicine, 
philosophy,  science  and  literature." 

And  there  are  scores  of  other  leading 
Jews  who,  while  not  being  actually  bap- 
tized into  a  Christian  church,  declare 
their  convictions  regarding  Jesus  of 
Nazareth  fearlessly.  Some  representative 
declarations  of  this  type  follow : 

Benjamin  Disraeli  (the  Earl  of  Beacons- 
field) — "  The  pupil  of  Moses  may  ask  himself 
whether  all  the  princes  of  the  House  of  David 
have  done  so  much  for  the  Jews  as  that 
Prince  who  was  crucified." 

Rabbi  Rudolph  Crossman,  D.D. — "We  Jews 
honour  the  Nazarene  as  our  brother  in  faith, 
sprung  from  our  loins,  nurtured  at  Israel's 
knee,  a  teacher  of  sweet  and  beautiful  ideas, 
ft  preacher  whose  influence  has  been  and 
still  is  among  the  mightiest  spiritualizing 
factors  in  the  world." — From  Randal,  The 
Unity  of  Religion,  p.  156. 

Rabbi  Einil  G.  Hirsch,  Ph.D.,  LL.D.— "For 
me  Jesus  is  an  historical  reality.  The  gospel 
Jesus,  the  Jesus  who  teaches  so  superbly 
the  principles  of  Jewish  ethics,  is  revered 
by  all  the  liberal  expounders  of  Judaism. 
His  words  are  studied;  the  New  Testament 
forms  a  part  of  Jewish  literature.  The  New 
Testament  is  flesh  of  our  flesh  and  bone  of 
our  bone." 

Professor  M.  Lazarus,  Ph.D. — "  I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  we  should  endeavour  with 
all  possible  zeal  to  obtain  an  exact  under- 
standing of  the  great  personality  of  Jesus 
and  to  claim  him  for  Judaism." 

Max  Nordau  (famous  criminologist  and 
Zionist) — "  Jesus  is  soul  of  our  soul,  flesh  of 
our  flesh.  Who  then  could  think  of  exclud- 
ing Him  from  the  people  of  Israel?  He 
honours  our  race,  and  we  claim  Him  as  we 
claim  the  Gospel-flewers  of  Jewish  literature, 
and  only  Jewish." 

Isidore  Singer,  Ph.D.  (Managing  Editor 
of  the  Jewish  Encyclopedia) — "  I  regard 
Jesus  of  Nazareth  as  a  Jew  of  Jews,  one 
whom  all  Jewish  people  are  learning  to  love. 
We  are  all  glad  to  claim  Jesus  as  one  of  our 
people." 

Rabbi  Stephen  S.  Wise,  Ph.D.  (New  York) 
— "  It  is  no  mean  joy  and  ignoble  pride  in 
us  of  the  House  of  Israel  to  recognize,  to 
honour,  and  to  cherish  among  our  brothers 
— Jesus  the  Jew." 

Dr.  H.  Zhitlovsky — "  Every  Jew  should  be 
proud  of  the  fact  that  Jesus  is  our  brother, 
flesh  of  our  flesh  and  blood.  We  desire  to 
put  him  back  where  he  belongs." 

Converted  Jews  Suffered  Much. 

Gentiles  have  suffered  much  for  their 
acceptance  of  religious  beliefs,  and  per- 
secution has  been  the  lot  of  thousands. 
But  the  Jew  who  accepts  Christ  has  been 
doubly  afflicted  in  that  he  has,  generally 
speaking  (though  there  are  many  happy 
exceptions)  on  accepting  Christ,  become 
an  outcast  from  his  own  people,  and  not 
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fully  received  by  the  non-Jewish  Chris- 
tians. 

He  has  been,  in  a  sense,  between  two 
fires,  but  he  has  borne  up  nobly.  In  many 
places  now,  as  notably  in  Utah,  Jews  who 
have  accepted  Christianity  are  fully  re- 
ceived by  their  fellow  Christians,  and  have 
grown  to  prominence  in  Christian  circles. 

The  manner  of  approach  in  converting 
a  Jew  to  Christianity  must  of  necessity 
be  different  from  methods  employed  in 
other  types  of  proselyting. 

Mrs.  Joseph  W.  Booth,  wife  of  the 
president  of  the  Church  mission  in  Pales- 
tine and  Armenia,  who  died  in  Aleppo 
two  years  ago,  reports  to  the  writer  that 
considerable  interest  in  "  Mormonism  "  is 
manifest  by  the  Jews  of  those  two  coun- 
tries, particularly  among  the  better  class 
of  Jews. 

"  Many  kind  and  friendly  Jews  visited 
our  home,  and  some  of  them  conversed 
with  the  missionaries  of  the  Church  on 
their  belief  in  Christ/'  Mrs.  Booth  said. 
She  stated  further  that  the  subject  of 
Christ  was  '  one  of  popular  discussion 
among  the  Jews  in  the  Old  World  coun- 
tries, and  that  many  Jews  now  members 
of  Christian  religions  accept  Christ. 

Mrs.  Booth  stated  that  some  Jews  have 
joined  the  Church,  although  most  of  the 
missionary  work  was  done  among  the 
Syrians  and  Armenians,  and  that  often 
during  the  seventeen  years  President 
Booth  spent  in  Palestine  and  Armenia, 
the  Jewish  people  visited  the  mission 
home  where  they  instructed  the  mission- 
aries in  Hebrew  and  received  English 
lessons  in  return. 

To-day  Christian  missionary  work  is 
going  at  its  height.  In  some  instances 
the  work  has  been  retarded  by  the  depres- 
sion, with  resultant  lack  of  funds,  but 
there  was  a  more  fertile  field,  there  never 
was  a  more  enthusiastic  corps  of  workers. 

The  results  of  this  endeavour  are  more 
than  gratifying  to  those  who  are  prose- 
cuting the  work.  Toward  the  Jews  who 
are  not  interested  in  the  movement,  there 
at  least  is  growing  from  it  a  more  kindly 
public  feeling.  For  the  Jew  who  is  inter- 
ested, and  who  is  accepting  Jesus  as  the 
Messiah,  there  is  given  a  positive  answer 
to  the  question  asked  two  thousand  years 
affo  bv  the  Master  Himself :  "  What  think 
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Seeking   After   Our   Dead. 

Genealogical  Sunday,   November  6. 


On  Sunday,  November  6th,  in  every 
Branch  and  meeting  of  the  Mission,  it  is 
expected  that  emphasis  will  be  laid  on 
Genealogical  work,  in  an  effort  to  secure 
a  greater  interest  in  the  redemption  of 
the  dead.  It  is  an  opportune  time  to 
impress  the  necessity  of  gathering  gene- 
alogies, a  work  of  tremendous  importance 
without  which  the  dead  cannot  be  re- 
deemed. Ordinarily  the  Sunday  nearest 
to  September  21,  which  is  the  anniversary 
of  the  first  visit  of  the  Angel  Moroni  to 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  in  1823.  is 
observed  as  Genealogical  Sunday,  but  this 
year  it  has  unavoidably  been  changed  in 
this  Mission. 

Bro.  James  H.  Wallis,  Patriarch  of  the 
European  Mission,  in  an  editorial  in  the 
Millenial  Star,  very  interestingly  makes 
the  following  points. 

One  of  the  most  important  prophecies 
pertaining  to  the  dead  is  that  of  Malachi. 
He  prophesied  that  the  Lord  would  send 
Elijah  the  prophet  before  the  coming  of 
the  great  and  terrible  day  of  the  Lord, 
for  the  purpose  of  turning  the  hearts  of 
the  fathers  to  the  children,  and  the  hearts 
of  the  children  to  the  fathers,  lest  the 
earth  be  smitten  with  a  curse  Avhen  the 
Lord  should  come.  This  prophecy  has 
come  to  pass.  When  the  Angel  Moroni 
appeared  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 
September  21,  1823.  among  the  passages 
of  Scripture  he  quoted  as  being  about  to 
be  fulfilled,  was  this  prophecy  of 
Malachi:  Behold,  I  will  reveal  unto 
you  the  priesthood  by  the  hand  of 
Elijah  the  prophet,  before  the  com- 
ing of  the  great  and  dreadful  day  of 
the  Lord ;  and  he  shall  plant  in  the  hearts 
of  the  children  the  promise  made  to  the 
fathers,  and  the  hearts  of  the  children 
shall  turn  to  the  fathers.  If  it  were  not 
so,  the  whole  earth  would  he  utterly  wasted 
at  his  coming."  This  statement  by  the 
Angel  Moroni  deeply  impressed  the  Pro- 
phet, although  he  could  not  understand 
it.  Three  times  that  night  it  was  re- 
peated, and  again  on  the  following  day. 
In  time  a  temple  was  built  in  Kirtland. 
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according  to  the  pattern  revealed  by  Ihe 
Lord,  to  which  He  could  come  and  send 
His  holy  messengers.  In  this  temple,  on 
April  3,  1836,  the  Saviour  and "  other 
heavenly  being  appeared,  among  whom 
was  Elijah,  whose  coming  Malachi  had 
predicted.  He  committed  to  Joseph  Smith 
and  Oliver  Cowdery  the  keys  of  the  Priest- 
hood which 'would  turn  the  hearts  of  the 
children  to  their  fathers.  "  Therefore," 
said  Elijah,  "  the  keys  of  this  dispensation 
axe  committed  into  your  hands,  and  by 
this  ye  may  know  that  the  great  and 
dreadful  day  of  the  Lord  is  near,  even  at 
the  doors."  Up  to  the  time  of  Elijah's 
visit  there  had-  been  nothing  done  for  the 
dead.  The  doctrine  was  not  understood 
by  the  saints,  and  there  was  no  temple 
built  where  the  ordinance  could  be  per- 
formed. But  as  soon  as  this  Priesthood 
was  restored,  the  hearts  of  the  children 
commenced  to  turn  toward  their  fathers. 

Keferring  to  the  authority  Elijah  re- 
stored, Elder  Joseph  Fielding  Smith  gives 
this  splendid  explanation : 

What  has  greatly  troubled  the  religious 
world  is  to  discover  just  what  it  is  that 
Elijah  was  to  come  to  do.  There  have 
been  those  who  have  thought  that  he  was 
to  come  in  a  re-incarnated  body,  but  this 
is  a  false  doctrine,  for  each  soul  is  an 
eternal  entity  which  never  changes  and  is 
born  into  this  world  but  once.  After  the 
resurrection  the  mortal  body  and  the  spirit 
of  :each  individual  will  become  inseparable 
and  the  individual  can  never  die  again. 
For  this  reason,  and  other  reasons,  Elijah 
was  to  come  with  the  same  body  which 
was  translated  but  which  has  since  passed 
through  the  resurrection  and  become  im- 
mortaL 

But  what  was  the  nature  of  his  mission 
to  the  earth  in  these  latter  days?  It  was 
to  restore  power  and  authority  which  once 
were  given  to  man  on  the  earth  and  which 
are  essential  to  the  complete  salvation 
and  exaltation  of  man  in  the  kingdom  of 
God.  In  other  words,  Elijah  came  to 
restojce  to  the  earth,  by  conferring  on 
mortal  prophets  duly  commissioned  of  the 
Lord,  the  fullness  of  the  power  of  Priest- 
hood. This  Priesthood  holds  the  keys  of 
binding  and  sealing  on  earth  and  in  heaven 
of  all  the  ordinances  and  principles  per- 
taining to  the  salvation  of  man,  that  they 
may  thus  become  valid  in  the  celestial 


kingdom  of  God.  During  the  days  of  his 
ministry  Elijah  held  this  authority,  and 
the  Lord  gave  him  power  over  all  thing- 
on  earth  and  through  his  ministry  what 
ever  was  done  should  be  ratified,  or  sealed, 
in  the  heavens,  and  recognized  of  full  force 
by  the  Eternal  Father.  This  power  affects 
and  vitalizes  every  ordinance  performed 
by  duly  commissioned  officers  holding 
Divine  Power  on  earth. 

It  is  by  virtue  of  this  authority  that 
ordinances  are  performed  in  the  temples 
for  both  the  living  and  the  dead.  It  is 
the  power  which  unites  for  eternity  hus- 
bands and  wives  when  they  enter  into 
marriage  according  to  the  eternal  plan. 
It  is  the  authority  by  which  parents  obtain 
the  claim  of  parenthood  concerning  their 
children  through  all  eternity  and  not  only 
for  time,  which  makes  eternal  the  family 
in  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

This  doctrine,  peculiar  to  the  Latter-day 
Saints,  is  one  of  the  most  glorious  prin- 
ciples of  the  Gospel,  and  imparts  joy  and 
peace  to  the  souls  of  all  who  have  the  spirit 
of  divine  love  in  their  hearts. 

From  the  advent  of  Elijah  until  the 
Nauvoo  Temple  was  ready  for  ordinance 
work,  the  Prophet  Joseph  had  been  gradu- 
ally instructed  by  the  Lord  regarding  the 
great  work  of  redeeming  our  dead,  until 
he  finally  had  a  clear  understanding  of 
this  restored  principle.  His  later  years 
were  taken  up  with  it.  It  occupied  his 
mind  up  until  the  time  of  his  martyrdom. 
When  in  exile,  because  of  his  enemies,  he 
wrote  to  the  Church  on  the  subject  as 
follows : 

And  now,  my  dearly  beloved  brethren 
and  sisters,  let  me  assure  you  that  these 
are  principles,  in  relation  to  the  dead  and 
the  living,  that  cannot  be  lightly  passed 
over,  as  pertaining  to  our  salvation,  for 
their  salvation  is  necessary  and  essential 
to  our  salvation ;  as  Paul  says,  concerning 
the  fathers,  ■'  that  they  without  us  cannot 
be  made  perfect,  neither  can  we,  without 
our  dead,  be  made  perfect/' 

Again,  the  Prophet  -says : 

Baptism  for  the  dead  is  the  only  way 
that  men  can  appear  as  saviours  upon 
Mount  Zion.  The  proclamation  of  the 
first  principles  of  the  Gospel  was  a  means 
of  salvation  to  man  individually,  but  man, 
by  actively  engaging  in  rites  of  salvation 
>ubstitutionally,   become   instrumental   in 
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bringing  multitudes  of  their  kin  into  the 
Kingdom  of  God.  This  doctrine  appears 
glorious  inasmuch  as  it  exhibits  the  great- 
ness of  divine  compassion  and  benevolence 
in  the  extent  of  the  plan  of  human  sal- 
vation. This  glorious  truth  is  well  calcu- 
lated to  enlarge  the  understanding,  and 
to  sustain  the  soul  under  troubles,  diffi- 
culties, and  distresses.  This  doctrine 
presents  in  a  clear  light  the  wisdom  and 
mercy  of  God,  in  preparing  an  ordinance 
for  the  salvation  of  the  dead,  being  bap- 
iized  by  proxy,  their  names  recorded  in 
heaven,  and  they  judged  according  to  the 
deeds  done  in  the  body.  This  doctrine 
was  the  burden  of  the  scriptures.  Those 
saints  who  neglect  it,  on  behalf  of  their 
deceased  relatives,  do  it  at  the  peril  of 
their  own  salvation. 

In  all  the  meetings  of  the  saints  next 
Sunday  evening,  November  6th,  the  oppor- 
tunity should  be  given  to  explain  this 
glorious  message.  It  is  the  desire  of  the 
General  Authorities  of  the  Church  that 
special  attention  be  given  to  the  ancestry 
of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  for  he  came 
through  a  choice  lineage.  The  saints  in 
these  meetings  should  be  helped  to  under- 
stand the  responsibility  resting  upon  them 
to  secure  their  records.  President  Wil- 
ford  Woodruff,  just  before  his  death, 
impressed  upon  the  people  this  great  duty, 
when  he  said :  "  We  want  the  Latter-day 
Saints  from  time  to  time  to  trace  their 
genealogies  as  far  as  they  can,  and  to  be 
sealed  to  their  fathers  and  mothers.  Have 
children  sealed  to  their  parents,  and  run 
this  chain  through  as  far  as  you  can  get 
it.  This  is  the  will  of  the  Lord  to  this 
people." 


Abominable   Creeds. 

By  J.  Percy  Goddard. 


In  this  centennial  year  (1930)  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  it  has  been  most  interesting  and 
enlightening  to  review  the  atonishing  pro- 
gress of  the  last  one  hundred  years. 

We  are  living  in  a  new  and  miraculous 
age  of  change  and  advancement.  Literally 
a  flood  of  light  and  wisdom  has  come  upon 
the  world  since  the  heavens  were  reopened 
to  the  Prophet  of  the  latter-days. 

The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  call 


attention  to  the  fact  that  during  this  cen- 
tury of  most  marvellous  progress  signal 
changes  have  occurred  in  the  teachings  of 
Christian  ministers.  Oversight  of  this 
fact  has  caused  some  among  us  to  be 
somewhat  puzzled  to  account  for  these 
words  of  the  Lord  to  Joseph  Smith  in  the 
spring  of  1820:  "All  their  creeds  are  an 
abomination  in  my  sight." 

Our  young  people  hear  or  read  the 
sermons  of  present  day  preachers  and,  on 
the  whole,  they  are  able  to  subscribe 
heartily  to  the  things  taught,  and  they 
wonder  at  the  word  of  the  Lord.  How- 
ever, in  large  measure,  a  new  Christianity 
is  being  taught  today  which  is  very 
different  from  that  which  taught  to  our 
grandparents  and  great-grandparents  a 
century  ago. 

We  shall  present  an  arraignment  of 
some  of  the  common  teachings  of  Christian 
pulpits  by  one  who  was,  himself,  an 
eminent  preacher  and  scholar. 

In  1877  Dr.  F.  W.  Farrar,  Dean  of 
Canterbury,  preached  five  sermons  in 
Westminster  Abbey,  which,  much  to  his 
surprise,  stirred  up  a  most  heated  con- 
troversy throughout  Christendom.  Dean 
Farrar  is  best  known  among  us,  as  a 
people,  as  the  author  of  a  "hil e  of  Christ" 
and  a  "Life  of  St.  Paul/' 

Due  to  incorrect  versions  of  his  stand 
as  based  upon  newspaper  reports  of  his 
sermons,  Dr.  Farrar  published  the  offend- 
ing sermons  in  1878  in  a  volume  entitled 
"  Eternal  Hope."  In  this  volume  were 
included  extended  comments  and  notes  in 
defence  of  the  position  taken  in  the  ser- 
mons themselves.  However,  after  this 
publication  the  controversy  became  even 
more  heated  and  reached  not  only  all  parts 
of  the  British  Isles  and  colonies  but  was 
taken  up  in  America  and  in  continental 
Europe. 

Due  to  the  very  widespread  discussion, 
and  the  numerous  attacks  upon  Dr. 
F;irrar's  views,  he  was  led  in  1881  to 
publish  another,  and  much  more  extended 
volume,  under  the  title  of  "  Mercy  and 
Judgment."  This  latter  book  is  alto- 
gether a  defence  of  the  author's  position 
as  set  forth  in  his  sermons,  and  is  an 
answer  to  some  of  his  innumerable  critics. 

The  two  volumes,  "  Eternal  Hope  "  and 
"  Mercy  and  Judgment "  were  reprinted 
through  several  editions.     Reference  at- 
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tached   to   quotations   contained    in    this 
article  are  to  the  reprint  editions  of  1904. 

The  chief  points  at  issue  between  Dean 
Farrar  and  his  critics  he  summarizes  under 
four  headings,  as  follows: — 

"  1.  That  the  fire  of  f  Hell '  is  material, 
and  that  its  agonies  are  physical  agonies. 

"  2.  That  the  doom  of  '  everlasting 
damnation'  is  incurred  by  the  vast  ma- 
jority of  mankind. 

"  3.  That  this  doom  is  passed  irrevoc- 
ably at  death  on  all  who  die  in  a  state 
of  sin. 

"4.  That  the  duration  of  these  ma- 
terial torments  is  necessarily  endless  for 
all  who  incur  them/' — M.  &  J.  p.  17. 

From  chapter  four  of  "  Mercy  and 
Judgment "  I  quote  below  just  a  few  of 
the  numerous  descriptions  cited  by  Dr. 
Farrar  of  the  "  hell "  that  had  been 
preached  for  centuries. 

Calvin,  d.  1564 — "  For  ever  harassed 
by  a  dreadful  tempest,  they  shall  feel 
themselves  torn  asunder  by  an  angry  God, 
and  broken  by  the  weight  of  his  hand, 
and  transfixed  and  penetrated  by  mortal 
stings,  terrified  by  the  thunderbolt  of  God. 
So  that  to  sink  into  any  gulf  would  be 
more  tolerable  than  to  stand  for  a  mo- 
ment in  these  terrors." — P.  99. 

St.  Ignatius  Loyola,  d.  1548— (Foun- 
der of  Jesuit  Order)  "  Let  us  fancy  we 
see  hell,  and  imagine  what  is  worst  to 
behold — a  horrible  cavern  full  of  black 
flames.  Sulphur,  devils,  dragons,  fire, 
swords,  arrows,  and  innumerable  damned 
who  roar  in  despair.  Imagine  the  worst 
you  can,  and  then  say,  '  All  this  is  nothing 
compared  to  hell.'  In  that  voracious 
subterranean  cavern  all  the  filth  of  the 
world  is  collected  and  enclosed,  without 
exhalation  or  air,  which  must  produce  a 
most  foetid  pestilence.  *  *  *  The 
sight  is  tormented  by  frightful  devils; 
a  holy  religious  saw  at  death  two  so  mon- 
strous and  ugly  devils,  that  he  cried  out 
that  rather  than  see  them  again  he  would 
walk  till  the  day  of  judgment  on  fire  of 
sulphur  and  melted  metal." — Spiritual 
Exercises,  Medit.  XII.  (This  is  one  of 
the  commonest  books  of  Roman  Catholic 
devotion. ) 

Thomas  Boston,  d.  1732 — "  God  will 
hold  sinners  with  one  hand  over  the  pit 
of  hell,  while  he  torments  them  with  the 
other."— Fourfold  State,  p.  102. 


Jonathan  Edwards  (one  of  the  most 
noted  of  all  American  preachers)  d.  1758 
— "Here  all  judges  have  a  mixture  of 
mercy,  but  the  wrath  of  Goo"  will  he 
poured  out  upon  the  wicked  without 
mixture.  Imagine  yourself  to  be  cast 
into  a  fiery  oven  *  *  *  and  imagine 
also  that  your  body  were  to  lie  there  for 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  full  of  fire,  as  full 
within  and  without  as  a  bright  coal  fire, 
all  the  while  full  of  quick  sense:  what 
horror  would  you  feel  at  the  entrance  of 
such  a  furnace  ?  Oh !  then  how  would 
your  heart  sink  if  you  knew  that  after 
millions  and  millions  of  ages  your  torment 
would  be  no  nearer  to  an  end  than  ever 
it  was.  But  your  torment  in  hell  will  be 
immensely  greater  than  this  illustration 
represents." — Works,  Vol.  iii.  260,  p.  102. 

"  The  pit  is  prepared,  the  fire  is  made 
ready,  the  furnace  is  now  hot,  ready  to 
receive  the  wicked;  the  flames  do  now 
rage  and  glow.  The  God  that  holds  you 
over  the  pit  of  hell,  much  in  the  same 
way  as  one  holds  a  spider  or  some  loath- 
some insect,  abhors  you  and  is  dreadfully 
provoked.  *  *  *  He  will  trample  them 
beneath  his  feet  with  inexpressible  fierce- 
ness; he  will  crush  their  blood  out,  and 
will  make  it  fly,  so  that  it  will  sprinkle 
his  garment  and  stain  all  his  raimant." — 
Works,  vii,  499. 

"  You  cannot  stand  before  an  infuriated 
tiger  even;  what  then  will  you  do  when 
God  rushes  against  you  in  all  his  wrath?" 
— Sinners  in  the  Hands  of  an  Angry  God. 

Rev.  C.  H.  Spurgeon  (noted  English 
Baptist  preacher,  contemporary  of  Farrar) 
d.  1892—"  When  thou  diest  thy  soul  will 
be  tormented  alone;  that  will  be  a  hell 
for  it;  but  at  the  day  of  judgment  thy 
body  will  join  thy  soul,  and  then  thou 
wilt  have  twin-hells,  thy  soul  sweating 
drops  of  blood,  and  thy  body  suffused  with 
agony.  In  fire  exactly  like  that  which 
we  have  on  earth  thy  body  will  lie, 
asbestos-like  for  ever  unconsumed,  all  thy 
veins  roads  for  the  feet  of  Pain  to  travel 
on,  every  nerve  a  string  on  which  the 
Devil  shall  for  ever  play  his  diabolical 
tune  of  hell's  unutterable  lament." — P. 
104. 

John  Foster  (English  Baptist  preacher 
and  essayist)  d.  1843 — "  It  is  infinitely 
beyond  the  highest  archangel's  faculty  to 
apprehend  a  thousandth  part  of  the  horror 
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of  the  doom  to  eternal  damnation. " — P. 
105. 

John  Wesley  (a  founder  of  the  Metho- 
dist religion)  d.  1791 — "  Consider  that  all 
these  torments  of  body  and  soul  are  with- 
out intermission.  Be  their  suffering  ever 
so  extreme,  be  their  pain  ever  so  intense, 
there  is  no  possibility  of  their  fainting 
away,  no,  not  for  one  moment.  *  *  * 
They  are  all  eye,  all  ear,  all  sense.  Every 
instant  of  their  duration  it  may  be  said 
of  their  whole  frame  that  they  are 

'  Trembling  alive  all  o'er. 
And  smart  and  agonise  at  every  pore.' 
"  And  of  this  duration  there  is  no  end. 
*  *  *  Neither  the  pain  of  body  nor 
of  soul  is  any  nearer  an  end  than  it  was 
millions  of  ages  ago." — P.  107. 

Several  passages  are  cited  setting  forth 
the  thought  that  the  view  of  the  misery 
of  the  damned  will  increase  the  joy  of  the 
saints   in   heaven. 

By  way  of  summary  of  the  common 
teachings  regarding  "  hell,"  Dr.  Farrar 
says:  "But  that  souls  are  to  be  plunged 
into  a  material  fire,  miraculously  created 
or  kept  aflame,  and  to  be  tormented  with 
excruciating  physical  pangs  during  billions 
of  ages  for  every  second  of  sin,  while 
saints  and  angels  rejoice  at  their  suffer- 
ings— these  are  the  assertions  which  I  wish 
to  hear  authoritatively  repudiated,  and 
which  I  myself  repudiate  with  abhorrence. 

"  It  is  not  true  that  few  only  have  pro- 
pounded such  teachings.  Such  passages 
may  be  adduced  from  thousands  of  writers 
of  every  class,  both  Eomanist  and  Protest- 
ant, both  Anglican  and  Noncomformist, 
and  in  every  age  from  the  third  century 
to  the  nineteenth."— Pp.   95-96. 

"  To  overthrow  a  belief  in  such  horrors 
and  such  blasphemies  is  to  overthrow  a 
belief  which  is  the  worst  enemy  of  the 
Faith,  and  which  is  the  immediate  parent 
of  atheism,  of  wretchedness,  and  of  des- 
pair."—P.  106. 

Dean  Farrar  continues :  "  It  is  but  quite 
recently  that  Father  Furniss  has  written 
and  Messrs.  Duffy  have  published,  such 
ghastly  tracts  as  '  The  Spirit  of  Hell,' 
'  The  Terrible  Judgment  and  the  Bad 
Child,'  'The  Book  of  the  Dying,'  etc. 
*  *  *  I  hardly  like  to  copy,  even  by 
way  of  specimen,  such  revolting  horrors. 

"When  a  child  commits  a  mortal  sin 
its  sOul  is  not  thrown  into  a  den  of  lions, 


but  it  is  thrown  into  a  den  of  devils. 
These  devils  are  a  million  times  more 
cruel  and  frightful  than  lions  and  tigers, 
and  serpents,  and  adders,  and  scorpions, 
and  toads,  and  spiders,  and  all  kinds  of 
venomous  and  stinging  creatures." — Pp. 
106. 

Is  it  any  wonder  the  Lord  declared  "All 
their  creeds  are  an  abomination  in  my 
sight  ?  " 

In  a  following  article  will  be  shown 
the  effect  upon  men  of  the  doctrines  here- 
in described  and  further  that  the  com- 
monly accepted  belief  was  that  all  but  a 
comparative  few  of  the  human  race  will 
be  subjected  to  endless  sufferings  here- 
after with  no  hope  of  God's  compassion 
or  forgiveness  beyond  the  grave. 


Mission    Meeting    Contest. 


The  last  month  of  the  six  months' 
meeting  contest  is  nearing  its  close.  Ap- 
parently this  competition  will  have  done 
more  good  than  any  previous  Mission 
contest,  owing  to  the  large  number  who 
have  actively  participated  in  and  simul- 
taneously enjoyed  this  unique  bit  of 
competition.  There  seems  to  be  no 
faltering  on  the  part  of  the  Districts  in 
attendance  and  number  of  meetings;  but 
on  the  contrary  there  is  nearly  a  hundred 
per  cent,  increase  in  the  leading  Districts, 
who  at  this  time  are  vieing  for  first 
honours.  No  doubt  when  the  reports  for 
the  month  of  October  are  tabulated  there 
will  be  noticed  an  astonishing  sprint  in 
accomplishments  by  all  Districts  in  a  last 
effort  to  claim  victory.  One  thing  is  cer- 
tain, that  the  spirit  which  has  character- 
ized this  meeting  contest  will  make  the 
losing  Districts  have  as  good  a  spirit  about 
losing  as  they  would  have  had  about 
winning,  which  is  real  sportsmanship  and 
Christianity.  It  will  also 'prove  that  the 
greater  the  effort  in  the  right  direction, 
the  greater  the  accomplishments.  To  the 
people  of  the  winning  District  and  the 
runners-up,  much  praise  is  to  be  given 
because  they  have  been  busy  and  at  work 
constantly  for  the  strengthening  of  the 
Church  in  the  biggest  way  of  any  in  the 
Mission. 

Let  no  one  say  fail  until  twelve  o'clock, 
midnight,  on  October  31st,  Meetings, 
meetings,  meetings  !       Attending,  attend- 
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ing,  attending  meetings!  Study,  study. 
study  in  meetings!  Singing  and  prayer 
singing  and  prayer,  singing  and  prayer  in 
meetings!  This  is  the  hig  work  of  the 
Mission    for  the  balance  of  Oetober. 

The  total   results  and   standings   up   !<> 
the  month  of  October  are  given  below, 
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Sacrament   Gem   for 
November,    1932. 


Teach  us   to   walk  with   Thee   to-day. 

And  ever  keep  Thy  holy  way. 
Ourselves  to  Thee  we  would  resign 

Content  to  know  that  we  are  Thine. 


Concert    Recitations    for 
November,     1932. 

GOSPEL  DOCTEINE   CLASS, 

The  heavens  declare  the  Glory  of  God ; 
and  the  firmament  sheweth  His  handi- 
work. 

Day  unto  day  uttereth  speech,  and  night 
unto  night  sheweth  knowledge. 

There  is  no  speech  nor  language  where 
their  voice  is  not  heard. 

Their  line  is  gone  out  through  all  the 
earth,  and  their  words  to  the  end  of  the 
world.     (Psalms   19:1-4.) 
BOOK  OF  MORMON  CLASS. 

"  For  if  there  be  no  faith  among  the 
children  of  men  God  can  do  no  miracle 
among  them ;  wherefore,  He  showed  Him- 
self until  after  their  faith."  (Ether 
12:12.) 
NEW  TESTAMENT  CLASS. 

And  He  cometh  unto  the  disciples,  and 
fin&eth  them  asleep,  and  saith  unto  Peter, 
What,  could  ye  not  watch  with  Me  one 


hour? 

Watch  and  pray,  that  ye  enter  not   inm 
temptation:  the  spirit  indeed    is  willing, 
but  the  Jlesh  is  weak.      (Matthew  2U:  10, 
41.) 
CHURCH  HTSTORY   CLASS. 

11.  We  elaiin  Ihe  privilege  of  wor.-liip- 
ing  Almighty  God  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  our  own  conscience,  and  allow  all 
men  the  same  privilege,  let  them  worship 
how,  where  or  what  they  may. 

12.  We  believe  in  being  subject  to  kings, 
presidents,  rulers  and  magistrates,  in 
obeying,  honouring  and  sustaining  the  law. 

(  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Articles  of  Faith.) 
KINDERGARTEN  AND  PRIMARY 

CLASSES. 
"  Fm  thankful  for  most  everything — 
For  flowers  that  bloom  and  birds  that 

sing, 
For  sweet  fresh  air  and  sunshine  bright. 
For  stars  that  twinkle  in  the  night ; 
For  all  my  toys  and  every  pet, 
For  parents  dear  who  ne'er  forget 
Their  little  child,  and  up  above 
For  Jesus,  watching  me  in  love." 

MISSION    NEWS. 

CAPE   DISTRICT. 


Elder    Harold    H.    Smith,    District    President, 
"  Cumorah,"     Main     Road,     Mowbray. 

Meetings  at  above  address,  Sunday,  10.30 
a.m.  and  7.0  p.m. ;  Mutual,  Tuesday,  7.30  p.m. ; 
Priesthood  and  Relief  Society,  Thursday, 
7.45    p.m. 


On  Saturday,  October  1st,  Brother 
Walter  Park  and  Sister  Lena  Banfield 
were  married.  In  the  evening  a  reception 
was  held  at  Cumorah,  at  which  time  mem- 
bers of  the  Branch  and  many  friends 
extended  their  congratulations  to  the 
newly-weds.  Brother  and  Sister  Park 
have  been  faithful  and  active  members  of 
the  Mowbray  Branch  and  we  all  wish  them 
success,  health  and  happiness  throughout 
life. 

Elder  and  Sister  Brummer  visited 
Cumorah  on  September  30th  and  October 
1st,  while  en  route  to  the  Strand,  where 
they  will  resume  their  labours  after  hav- 
ing been  at  Worcester  for  the  past  three 
months.  On  the  day  of  their  arrival  Cecil 
Lionel  Bibb  was  baptized  and  confirmed 
by  Elder  Brummer.  Brother  Hermanus 
Christian  Ackerman  was  also  baptized  and 
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confirmed  by  Elder  Brummer  on  October 
15th.  We  welcome  these  two  brothers  into 
the  Church. 

Good  wholesome  recreation  for  all :  A 
fine  slogan  and  one  that  Mow!) ray  Branch 
is  living  up  to.  On  October  3rd,  a  picnic 
was  held  at  Kirstenbosch  where  a  large 
crowd  enjoyed  themselves  playing  out-of- 
doors  games.  On  October  8th,  the  Relief 
Society  sponsored  a  basket  social  in  aid 
of  the  transportation  fund.  The  usual 
good  time  and  exceptionally  good  lunches 
were  appreciated  by  all.  Other  social 
events,  including  an  M.I.A.  dance,  a 
Hallowe'en  party  and  a  Relief  Society 
bazaar  are  on  the  calendar  for  the  near 
future.  Also,  the  Cumerah  Tennis  Club 
has  been  organized  for  the  year  and  many 
are  already  enjoying  this  activity.  The 
club  is  well  organized  and  has  lots  of  good 
things  and  interesting  times  in  store  for 
its  members. 

Sister  Florence  Smith  and  her  daughter. 
Vera,  left  for  their  home  in  Port  Elizabeth 
during  the  month,  after  a  seven  months' 
visit  to  the  Cape.  These  Sisters  were 
faithful  workers  in  the  Branch  during 
their  sojourn  here  and  will  be  missed. 

Elders  H.  H.  Smith  and  J.  C.  Dalton 
made  a  two-day  trip  to  the  Strand  via 
Stellenbosch  where  they  visited  members 
and  friends.  President  and  Sister  Dalton 
and  sons,  with  Elders  Smith,  Wright,  and 
Dalton  also  made  a  surprise  visit  to  the 
Strand  on  Sunday,  October  18th,  and  at- 
tended the  Strand  Branch  service. 

An  interesting  social  was  held  at  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  E.  J.  Jakins, 
October  14th.  The  social  was  sponsored 
by  the  Relief  Society,  and  the  large  crowd 
present  vouched  for  the  quality  of  the 
entertainment. 

The  Primary  class,  known  as  the  Busy 
Bees,  held  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  Fourie,  is . 
very  popular  among  the  children  of  the 
Branch.  There  is  a  large  number  of  bees 
and  they  tell  us  there  are  no  drones  among 
them.  They  have  attractive  lessons  and 
much  credit  is  due  Mrs.  Fourie  for  her 
splendid  work  with  this  little  organization. 

During  the  past  month  Cumorah  has 
had  visits  from  Brother  Herbst  of  Robert- 
son and  Brother  and  Sister  Wakeford  and 
Sister  Halse  of  Eerste  River. 

Owing  to  illness,  Sister  Margaret  Her- 
boldt  has  been  confined  to  her  bed  for  some 


time,  but  is  improving  in  health  at  present. 
She  has  gone  to  the  Plumstead  sanitarium 
to  fully  recover. 

Brother  John  N/eale,  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  the  Mowbray  Branch,  passed 
peacefully  away  on  October  19th.  Brother 
Neale  has  had  a  prolonged  illness  but 
through  it  all  he  has  retained  his  sweet 
spirit.  He  bore  a  strong  testimony  and 
had  a  desire  to  fully  live  the  teachings  of 
the  Church.  We  mourn  his  passing  and 
extend  our  deepest  sympathy  to  Sister 
Neale. 


WORCESTER  and  ROBERTSON 
BRANCHES. 


Elder  and  Sister  Brummer,  who  have 
been  stationed  at  Worcester,  visited  the 
Robertson  Branch  on  September  18th  and 
19th.  While  there  they  did  extensive  visit- 
ing among  the  members  and  friends  and 
also  held  many  meetings. 

A  baptismal  service  was  held  Sunday, 
September  18th,  at  which  Johannes  Chris- 
jan  Kuun  was  baptized  and  confirmed  by 
Elder  William  H.  Brummer. 

On  Sunday,  Sept.  25th,  the  following 
members  were  baptized  and  confirmed  at 
Worcester  by  Elder  William  H.  Brummer : 
Sisters  Magdelena  Magrietha  Meiring 
King,  Margaret  Aletta  King,  Cornelia 
Susanna  King,  and  Bro.  John  Joseph. 
King,  Samuel  Michael  King,  Gerard 
Johannes  King,  and  George  Edward  King 
were  also  blessed  by  Elder  Brummer  at 
this  service. 

Copies  of  the  Holy  Bible  were  won  by 
Sisters  Margaret  A.  King,  Marie  Herbst. 
Cornelia  S.  King,  Rosa  H.  Herbst,  and 
Magdalena  M.  King  for  excellence  in  a 
Bible  Memory  Competition,  which  was 
held  at  Worcester  on  September  27th. 

Elder  and  Sister  Brummer  have  been 
transferred  from  Worcester  back  to  the 
Strand.  They  left  Worcester  on  Septem- 
ber 30th. 


TRANSVAAL    DISTRICT. 

District    President   Clarence    E.    Randall, 
395,  Commissioner  Street,  Johannesburg,  Tvl. 

Meetings  held  at  above  address,  Tuesday, 
8.0  p.m.;  Friday,  8.0  p.m.;  and  Sunday,  10.30 
a.m.  and  7.30  p.m. 


Cottage  meetings  have  been  held  at  the 
following  homes  during  the  month  of  Sep- 
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tember.  Johannesburg  branch:  N.  G. 
Muir's,  L.  G.  Muir's,  Cook's,  Smith's, 
Visagie's,  Botha's,  Vice's,  Duncan's, 
Freer's,  Ninow's,  Louw's,  Pace's  and 
Kelly's.  Waterval  and  East  Town  branch : 
Brummer's,  McKnight's,  Joubert's.  Due 
to  the  kindness  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Opperman 
at  East  Town,  evening  services  have  also 
been  held  in  their  home.  At  Pretoria 
and  Premier  Mine,  meetings  have  been 
held  at  van  Eooyen's,  Kunitz's,  and 
Spear's. 

On  September  28th,  Johannesburg 
Branch  Sunday  School  had  the  pleasure 
of  a  visit  from  Brother  C.  B.  Spear,  of 
Bloemfontein.  He  was  also  here  for  the 
evening  Priesthood  meeting  on  the  same 
date. 

The  Eelief  Society  of  the  Johannesburg 
Branch  held  a  social  on  September  30th. 
All  present  enjoyed  the  evening  of  games 
and  refreshments. 

On  September  3rd,  a  dance  was  given  in 
the  Father  Soye  hall  in  Belgravia  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Branch  Eelief  Society. 
Those  who  attended  were  well  repaid  by 
the  enjoyable  time  and  refreshment  pro- 
vided. 

A  lively  crowd  gathered  at  the  home  of 
Sister  Johanna  Mannel  on  September  6th 
to  celebrate  Sister  Mannel's  birthday 
anniversary.  The  evening  was  spent  with 
songs  and  games.  We  all  wish  Sister 
Mannel  many  more  happy  returns  of  the 
day. 

A  trip  to  Pretoria  was  made  by  Elders 
Eandall  and  Knight  from  September  7th 
to  12th.  While  there  they  held  numerous 
meetings  with  members  and  friends  and 
found  things  progressing  very  nicely.  Also 
a  trip  to  Premier  Mine  was  taken  while 
at  Pretoria  with  Brother  and  Sister  van 
Eooyen,  and  to  Hartebeestpoort  dam  with 
Brother  and  Sister  Kunitz. 

Sister  Olga  Hubert  celebrated  her  natal 
day  on  September  15th,  with  a  group  of 
friends  at  the  Hubert  home  in  Kensing- 
ton. We  wish  her  many  more  happy 
birthdays. 

On  September  19th  Brother  Cecil  Cook 
was  ordained  to  the  office  of  Deacon  by 
Elder  Clarence  E.  Eandall.  We  wish  him 
every  success  in  his  new  office. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  Brother 
Loggenberg  who  is  at  present  in  the 
General   Hospital,   is  progressing  nicely, 


and   all    join    in   wishing    him    a    speedy 
recovery. 

On  September  28th.  Elders  Clarejice  E 
Eandall  and  Ervin  MacArthur  arrived 
from  Bloemfontein,  Wepener,  and  Kim- 
berley,  where  they  held  branch  conferences 
and  a  baptismal  service  at  Kimberley. 
Brother  Samuel  Harvey  was  baptized  by 
Elder  Clarence  E.  Eandall  and  confirmed 
by  Elder  Ervin  MacArthur,  on  September 
25th.  Elder  MacArthur  who  has  been 
labouring  in  East  London,  will  be  with  us 
in  the  Transvaal  now,  and  we  give  him  a 
hearty  welcome. 

Primaries  have  been  started  at  Sister 
Edith  Muir's,  Sister  Vice's  and  Sister 
Joubert's  with  a  good  attendance  at  all. 


PORT    ELIZABETH    DISTRICT. 


Elder  Clarence  D.  Taylor,  District  President, 
3,    Cuyler    Street,    Port     Elizabeth. 

Services  held  at  Mechanics'  Hall,  No.  9 
Donkin  Street,  Sundays,  10.30  a.m.  and  7.0 
p.m.;    Wednesdays,   7.30   p.m. 


At  the  inspirational  Branch  Conference 
held  on  Sunday,  September  18th,  1932, 
the  following  officers  were  sustained  to 
"  carry  onward  and  upward "  the  ever 
growing  work: 

Branch  Presidency :  Brother  E.  K.  F. 
Doller,  President ;  with  his  two  sons,  Otto 
W.  G.  and  E.  J.  Doller  as  1st  and  2nd 
counsellors  and  Branch  Clerk,  respective- 
ly; Sister  Moreen  Henderson,  Organist; 
and  Elder  M.  F.  Smith,  Chorister. 

Sunday  School:  Brother  Otto  W.  G. 
Doller,  Superintendent ;  Brother  James  T. 
Liston  and  Sister  Theresa  Bateman,  As- 
sistant Superintendents,  respectively ; 
Sister  Mary  Millan,  Secretary;  Sister 
Peggy  Millan,  Secretary;  Sister  Moreen 
Henderson,  Organist. 

Eelief  Society:  Sister  Celia  Eussell. 
President;  Sister  Mary  Millan,  1st  Coun- 
sellor; Sister  Johanna  Bateman,  2nd 
Counsellor;  Sister  Grace  Millan,  Secre- 
tary ;  Sister  "  Peggy "  Millan,  Assistant 
Secretary;  Sister  Moreen  Henderson, 
Organist. 

A  sincere  spirit  of  willingness  and  co- 
operation was  manifest  at  their  first 
Officers'  and  Teachers'  Meeting  held  Sep- 
tember 25th.  The  slogan  "  Watch  us 
Grow"  is  being  carried  by  this  enthusiastic 
group  of  leaders. 
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Ladies'    and    Gent/s   Tailors    and    Outfitters. 

The  Last  Word  in  FINE  FABRICS  and  SMART  STYLES. 
46  Main  Roady  Mowbray.  Phone  51 9,   Woodstock. 


At  Northend  Beach,  September  21st, 
1932,  Duncan  Maepherson,  a  three  year 
investigator  of  the  Church,  was  baptized 
by  Elder  M.  F.  Smith,  and  confirmed  the 
same  day  by  Elder  C.  D.  Taylor. 

In  commemoration  of  the  visitation 
and  deliverance  of  the  Golden  Plates  (or 
Book  of  Mormon)  to  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  by  the  resurrected  Angel  Moroni, 
a  fitting  programme  was  held  on  Septem- 
ber 25th,  1932. 

Social  activities  for  the  past  month  have 
included  Saturday  Afternoon  Outings  in 
Happy  Valley,  where  games'  for  both  old 
and  young  were  enjoyed.  August  31st, 
1932,  a  "  Depression  "  Social  was  held  at 
Mechanics'  Hall,  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
and  auctioning  of  merchandise  being  given 
to  the  Relief  Society.  The  "Indian  Club" 
swinging  demonstration  furnished  by  Mr. 
Frddell  was  most  entertaining,  as  was  the 
music  rendered. 

Regular  weekly  Primary  Classes  are 
being  thoroughly  enjoyed,  not  only  by  the 
children  attending  these  classes  at  Brother 
and  Sister  Kozakiewicz,  Sidwell,  and  Mr. 
and  Sister  Mc Williams  at  Mount  Pleasant, 
but  also  by  the  grown-ups  and  Elders. 

Again,  Port  Elizabeth's  loss  is  Durban's 
gain,  when  Sister  Seaward  and  her  two 
daughters,  Munna  and  Hazel,  leave  us  to 
make  their  home  at  Durban.  We  will  also 
miss  Brother  and  Sister  Smith,  who  are 
also  going  to  Durban  to  make  their  home 
with  their  son,  Brother  C.  A.  Smith,  Jr., 
and  his  wife  and  children,  who  previously 
left  Uitanhage  to  prepare  for  their  coming. 
We  wish  all  of  these  good  people  much 
joy,  success  and  happiness  at  their  new 
home. 

We  all  wish  Dennis  Morris,  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  W.  Morris,  a  speedy  recovery 
from  his  recent  illness. 

BLOEMFONTEIN    BRANCH. 

C.    B.   Spear,    Branch    President, 
181    Monument  Road,  Bloemfontein. 

Elder  Ervin  MacArthur  visited  with  the 
members  and  friends  of  Bloemfontein 
Branch  from  September  15th  to  20th. 
Elder  Clarence  E.  Randall  arrived  from 
Johannesburg  on  September  20th,  and  the 
two  Elders  left  to  go  to  Wepener  to  visit 


the  members  there.  They  remained  at 
Wepener  until  September  22nd,  and  then 
returned  to  hold  Branch  Conference  at 
Bloemfontein  on   September  23rd. 

A  very  successful  Branch  Conference 
was  held  on  Friday,  September  23rd,  at 
the  home  of  Brother  Deady,  57,  Krause 
Street.  The  Auxiliary  Officers'  reports 
were  received  and  commented  favourably 
upon  by  Elder  Clarence  E.  Randall. 

Elders  Randall  and  MacArthur  left  for 
Kimberley  on  Saturday,  September  24th, 
to  hold  Branch  Conference  there. 
NATAL    DISTRICT. 

Elder  John   H.  Smith,   District  President, 
545,    Smith    Street,    Durban. 

Meetings  held  Sunday,  10.30  a.m.  and  7.0 
p.m.  in  the  Patlansky-Miller  Studio,  Buch- 
anan Buildings,  West  and  Russell  Streets, 
Durban. 

Durban  Branch  Conference  was  held 
September  18th.  Reports  showed  that  the 
branch  is  progressing  splendidly.  A  piano 
solo  by  Sister  Evelyn  Getaz  and  a  vocal 
solo  by  Mme.  Fouche  contributed  to  the 
success  of  the  Conference. 

On  Sunday,  September  18th,  a  neigh- 
bourhood Sunday  School  was  organized  at 
the  home  of  Brother  C.  A.  Smith,  Jr.,  at 
Brideane.  Brother  Smith  was  set  apart  as 
Superintendent,  with  Sister  Smith  as 
Secretary. 

The  Durban  Branch  Sunday  School  was 
re-organized  on  Sunday,  September  25th. 
Brother  C.  A.  Smith  and  Brother  Sydney 
Street  were  sustained  as  1st  and  2nd 
Counsellors,  respectively. 

Durban  Branch  was  visited  by  Sister 
Phillips  and  son,  Bertie,  of  Strand,  C.P. 
Their  stay  was  pleasant  and  all  enjoyed 
making  their  acquaintance. 

A  number  of  friends  and  members  have 
been  on  the  sick  list,  but  at  the  present 
Aubry  Getaz,  who  is  suffering  from  blood 
poison,  is  the  only  one  who  is  not  fully 
recovered. 

Relief  Society  Conference  was  held 
September  20th.  Owing  to  illness,  Sister 
Edith  Canning  was  released  from  her  posi- 
tion as  2nd  Counsellor  and  Sister  Fanny 
Tarrity  was  sustained  in  this  position. 
The  visiting  teacher,  Sister  Street,  is 
proving  a  big  help  to  the  Elders. 
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Phone  1207   Woodstock. 

PEARC'E    BROS 

The  CHEAP  GROCERS    and 
PROVISION    MERCHANTS. 

Fresh    Bacon,     Butter,     Cheese    and    Eggs 
always  in  stock. 

Oar  Prices  Defy    Competition. 

Orders  called  for  and  delivered  daily. 

260    Victoria    Road,    Woodstock. 


Phone  552    Woodstock.  Estab.    1899. 

FOR     VALUE     &     CIVILITY. 

m,    EOSEN, 

Main    Road,    Mowbray. 

Ladies'  and  Children's  Drapers  and 

Gent,  's  Outfitters. 

DIRECT        IMPORTERS. 


To     Understand     Mormonism 

Read    the    Books    published    by     the    Church — 
We  Recommend — 

Story  and  Philosophy  of  Mormonism           -          -  Jas.  E.  Talmage  75  ct.  3/6. 

The  Gospel B.  H.  Roberts  $1.25   5/6. 

Write  for  a  complete   Catalog  of  Church  Books. 

DESERET    BOOK    COMPANY,   P.O.   Box  1793, 

Salt    Lake    City,    Utah,     U.S.A. 


THE  Hardware  House 

HAMILTON  &   DUNCAN, 

Main  Road,   Mowbray. 
Phone  531    Woodstock. 


Mowbray    Fish    Supply 

Phone  996  Woodstock. 
Fresh  and  Smoked  Fish  Daily. 


BUY  YOUR   MILK 

FROM 

Hayes'    Dairy. 

CUMORAH  DOES. 

Clean Fresh Pu  re. 

33     William     Street, 
MOWBRAY. 


Something    to    make    a 
noise  about ! 


Ask  for 


McKay's  Bread 

Phone  530  Woodstock. 
Factory — Main    Road,  Mowbray. 
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POULTRY,    GRAINS    AND     MEALS. 

FOUR    FIRST    PRIZES    AT    THE    PAARL    SHOW,     JUNE,     1931. 

Household  Supplies  and  Sundries — 

GAIrDBKCO    (Ftje),    MP, 

(Manufacturers), 

MAIN    ROAD, Phone  31  and  258. WYNBERG. 

Printed  by  J.  T.  McMaster  &  Son,  Main  Road,  Wynberg. 


